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{ADIO SALUTES 
TO MARK START 


‘OF NEW HOUSES 


ttle, Portland and 
esota Plan Big 


Three more important new 
jks in the Publix Theatres chain 
fl be completed in March, with 
@ opening of new theatres in 
inneapolis, Seattle, and Port- 
nd, Ore. 

he first theatre to open will 
[the Seattle, a 3,000 seater of 
bdued Spanish architectural de- 
m, Its opening date is set for 
ireh 4 A week later on March 
ith, the Portland which also 
gommodates 3,000 patrons will 
en its doors. This theatre is of 
fench renaissance motif, some- 
hat similar to the Tivoli in 
jieago, and Paramount in New 
rk. Rapp & Rapp are the 
chitects for both theatres, which 
@ owned completely by Publix. 
jth of these theatres have “‘mag- 
flying stages,” like the Oriental, 
‘Chicago. 

On March 24th, the Finkelstein 
~ Ruben-Publix Minnesota will 
en. This is a 3,500 seat house, 
lth Graven & Mayger, as arch- 
sets. 

All three houses are of the lat- 
t de luxe models, second to no 
her theatres in the world, and 
some respects, surpassing most, 
—rticularly in point of new in- 
mtions and developments in 
@atre building science. 

Publix stage productions of the 
age-band type will be offered in 
-vech theatre. 

Tm order to assist in the “in- 
fmational salute’ to the three 
ew Publix cities, the home office 

asking directors of publicity 
id managers in each Publix 
leatre to make a note of the 
jening dates, and to have as 
lany celebrities as possible send 
mgratulatory telegrams to the 
amagement of each; also to ar- 
inge for a radio salute on each of 
ie three opening nights by hav- 
(@ an entertainer or two do a few 
idio numbers ‘“‘in salutation to 
y good friend, Mr. So-and-so, 
ho is starring in the inaugural 
low at the new Publix theatre, 
i¢ ‘Seattle’ which is opening to- 
ight in Seattle, Washington, — 
le newest ‘wonder theatre of the 
orld’ and another great link in 
,t@ international chain of Publix 
‘heatres,”” 


‘irst Air Mail 
4 Letter to Katz 


The first letter to be sent out 
[ Dallas by night air mail was 
mt by A. Haydn Mason, directing 
lamager of the Palace Theater, 
-) Sam Katz, president of the 
ublix Theater Corporation, New 
ork City. 

It read: 

“My Dear Mr. Katz: 

“Put wings on your mail.” 
This letter is being sent by 
t€ first night-flying air mail 
lane out of Dallas. 

__lt is leaving Love Field at 7 
Clock p. m., Feb. 1, and I will 
Ppreciate your noting the date 
id exact time of arrival at your 
@sk in New York and advising 
Pd by return air mail. 
|*Raipid mail transportation is 
valuable asset to the Palace and 
ther Dallas institutions, and we 
re very happy to have this splen- 
Ml air mail service inaugurated.” 


The stunt got 
2 plenty of news 
tories and pictures for the Palace. 


, 
ies 


FOR 


Druhlix 


Publix Theatres Corporation, Paramount Building, New York, Week of February 11th, 1928. 


C’MON PLAY WITH ME! 


BEAUTY AND THE BAIT! Publix managers who ignore beautiful 

Doris Dawson, featured in Christie Comedies, are in a bad way. But 

when they ignore the captivating Christie charmer and the $1,000 in 

cash prizes which she is temptingly holding up, they are plain loco. 

It’s not too late to get in on the Christie contest and to cut in on the 
juicy prize melon. 


Boris Petroff Back 


Special Inserts 


Boris Petroff, internationally 
famous dancer and producer of 
Publix unit shows, returned to 
New York this week after staging 
“Rainbows” which went into the 
Publix circuit at Indianapolis, 
and “Leap Year Fancies,’’ which 
opened at Omaha with the Publix 
route to follow. 


As special inserts for this 
issue of PUBLIX OPINION 
there will be found press 
sheets on ‘‘The Showdown’’ 
and ‘‘Tillie’s Punctured Ro- 
mance.” 
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UNIT SHOWS FOR COAST 


“MERRY WIDOW REVUE” 
BOOKED FOR INAUGURAL 
OF SEATTLE THEATRE 


Definite arrangements were completed this week by which 
the Publix Stage shows will be presented in Seattle, Portland, 


San Francisco and Los Angeles 
The first Publix unit, ‘‘The 


on the Pacific Coast. 
Merry Widow Revue’’ will be 


booked for the opening of the new Publix Theatre in Seattle on 
March 1st. These Publix shows will then move in rotation to 
the new Publix Theatre at Portland which opens March 8, and 
then to the Granada Theatre, San Francisco and the Metropoli- 


tan, Los Angeles. 


It’s All Fixed 
You Can’t Lose 


Broadway is ever ready to take 
a chance on anything from a horse 
race to a flyer in the stock mar- 
ket. The wise Broadwayites, 
however, always look for a fifty- 
fifty break in their chance taking. 
When they get better than that 
they go hook, line and sinker. So 
when they flocked to the Para- 
mount to see Frank Cambria’s 
“Taka-Chance” production they 
were unanimous in stating they 
had received all the best of the 
“breaks.” 

This spectacular production will 
make its local appearance at the 
Pouheidioteos Theatre on........The 
management begs its patrons to 
keep secret the many features 
with which the stage show is re- 
plete. Wherever it is played, 
“Ta ka-Chance”’ has been hailed as 
one of the most startingly original 
and clever stage shows ever 
fashioned. It’s fixed so you can’t 
lose. The cards are stacked with 
aces consisting of a merry mel- 
ange of, musical and entertain- 
ment surprises. 

Publix productions have built 
a name synonymous with brilliant 
entertainment. And in putting 
over “Taka-Chance,’ they took no 
chances in making it the biggest 
show of the season. 

Steve Brody took a chance; so 
did Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh 
and hundreds of others, so why 
not you? 


Hasdan Stunt Photo 
Is Widely Circulated 


Publicity material sent out by 
the Home Office to managers and 
directors of publicity connected 
with the Publix chain, is not only 
being printed in Publix towns, but 
in other cities as well. As part 
of the Jack Partington “Havana” 
stage show sales effort, Paramount 
Newsreel made a national subject 
of the $25,000 silk shawl worn by 
Dorothea Berke, the dancing star. 
And when the Home Office public- 
ity staff ‘sold editors of several 
news picture syndicates the idea 
of using “‘stills’’ on the same sub- 
ject, the result was publication of 
the pictures in hundreds of daily 
newspapers, spreading the name 


and fame of Publix. 


These theatres are operated 
by the West Coast Western 
Theatres Company owned by 
Loew, Paramount and West 
Coast. The theatres will be su- 
pervised by West Coast Thea- 
tres, in accordance with an ar- 
rangement concluded by Sam 
Katz, for Publix, Nicholas M. 
Schenck for Loew’s, and Harold 
B. Franklin for West Coast 
Theatres. 


Ralph E. Crabill, now in 
charge of deLuxe operations for 
Publix, will join the West Coast 
Theatres in a similar capacity, 
and will devote his efforts par- 
ticularly. in connection with the 
DeLuxe operations in which the 
three companies are interested. 


West Coast Theatres will con- 
tinue to route the Fanchon and 
Marco shows in the same situa- 
tions, which will include the 
following theatres: Loew’s 
State, Los Angeles; Loew’s 
‘Warfield, San Francisco ; Broad- 
way, Portland and Fifth Ave- 
nue; Seattle, and will also in- 
elude the other cities where 
Fanchon and Marco shows are 
now being shown. 

It is felt that the Publix 
shows will bring to the cities in- 
volved the best efforts of both 
producing organizations. 


Toledo House 
By Christmas 


When Santa Claus rolls into 
Toledo, O., on his next visit, 
the citizens of that city will 
have a brand new Publix Thea- 
tre for its civie gift. It is ex- 
pected that it will be ready for 
the public by Christmas. 


Announeement was made of 
the consummation of legal and 
financial negotiations which 
have been pending for months, 
and shortly lLundoff-Bicknell 
will begin construction opera- 
tions from plans by Rapp & 
Rapp, Chicago architects who 
designed the Paramount, Chi- 
cago; Tivoli, Uptown, Oriental 
and many other of the world’s 
outstanding theatres. 

The new house is located in 


(Cont. on Page 3) 


MANDOLIN TALKS 
WHEN HE PLAYS 


Se Se 


Sarnia on 


Has Had Brilliant 


Musical Career 


The mandolin, generally re- 
garded as merely the chief play- 
thing or “weapon” of the college 


boy, has come into its own in the} 


capable hands of an artist who 
has been hailed by many critics 
as the greatest mandolin player of 
all time. He appears as a fea- 
tured principal in Frank Cam- 
bria’s rollicking Publix stage pro- 


theatregoer of this city has either 
seen him on the stage or heard 
him over the radio. This mes- 


and there are many competent 
musical critics who have ac- 
claimed him as just as great an 


artist as Fritz Kreisler himself. | 


In fact Mr. a few years 
ago, was recognized as one of the 
best violinists in his native Italy. 
Almost literally, however, he fell 
in love with the mandolin and in 
his study of this instrument ap- 
i plied his violin knowledge to such 
i a degree that he is able to produce 

effects such as probably no other 
7 mandolin player has been able to 
Fe obtain. Incidentally, the young 
Neapolitan artist received a diplo- 
ma from. the -Conservatory in 
Grenoble, France, as the first prize 
in a contest of mandolinists which 
that institution fostered and which 
mandolin players from all over 
Europe entered. 


It was P. Marion Crawford, the 
famous author and diplomat, who 
was responsible for the coming of 
Mr. and his brother (a 
guitar soloist of note) to America. 
Crawford heard them in Sorrento 
and was so delighted with their 
concert that he sought their ae- 
quaintance and urged them to 


TT an teacecclhvercscsehoarerereeee 


“‘Taka-Chance’”’ Artist 


duction, ‘“‘Taka-Chance,”’ at the 
Lae NNa GR et Theatre next week. 

In accordance with the policy 
of “‘Taka-Chance” week, the iden- | 
tity of this mandolin virtuoso | 
cannot be revealed. However, 
there is little doubt that every 


merist of melody has often been | 
called the Kreisler of mandolinists | 


} 
| TLOMAY. BATLEY | 


it 
| 
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Pretty Singer and Dancer Playing 
in Jack Partington’s “Steps 
and Steppers,” 

Photo by Nathan 


“Get Your Man” 
Leap Year Gag 


Of course, Leap Year sug- 
gests publicity stunts. Here’s 
lone that Oscar Doob worked in 
'Detroit, being very apropos 
| because the Capitol Theatre was 
lplaying Clara Bow in ‘‘Get 
| Your Man.’’ 

The Leap Year tieup was 
| started off with an eight column 
lstrip of stills from ‘‘Get Your 
|Man’’ in the Detroit Times. The 
'eaption explains the news-fea- 
jture: ‘‘Clara Bow Gives Leap 
|Year Hints On How To Get 
|Your Man.’’ With this layout 
}ran a loeal news story telling 
jabout Detroit girls going to 
|form a Get-Your-Man Club and 
las their emblem would wear 
‘the Clara Bow hat (now on the} 
imarket and nationally adver- 


itised.) This was followed up 


TWIN BEAUTIES 
ALWAYS KIGKING: 


Only On Stage Though 
Where Their Dancing | 
Thrilled Broadway 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


Three t 


When Ned Wayburn was en-| 
gaging principals for his produc- | had Won 
tion, ‘‘Maiden Voyage,” two years | as singles : 
ago he had recommended to him as a trio, Appe 
a sprightly pair of twin sisters | bria’s big a 
whose forte was singing, dancing | Take-Ck ce,” 
and personality. He took noj } featured at th 
chance in letting them escape and | atre next e 
immediately signed them for his| | This trio. v 
show in which they were one of | } and comics a 
the outstanding features. | plaudits 


So clever were the girls that | 


the Messrs. Shubert took a chance | 


lof every 
|past three ye 


and signed the team of good-| Photo by Nathan [seen them ali z 
looking sisters for his ‘Passing Talented Dancer / you have 4] 
Show of 1926.” Later when the | In Publix Show |t#king no chan 
girls scored an emphatic hit in een their perfor 


this big production the Messrs 
Shubert realized that they had not 


been taking any great chances at developed by Gertrude Hoffman, | to appear in 
plays a featured part in JOSZ | Wa nities Pain 
getting the girls under contract. Grab Bag,” now touring the Pub-| . % 


Since then the two girls, both 
graduates of the Conservatory of 
Dramatic Art in New Orleans, 
have been achieving unequivocal 
success in vaudeville and in mus 


ical productions. 

This being “‘Taka-Chance” week 
at the Theatre the 
names of the two talented girls 
cannot be divulged. Suffice to say, 
however, that they are as clever 
as they are good-looking, and they 
are endowed with plenty of pul- 
chritude, It is reasonable to say 
that those who see and hear thi: 
lovely duo in Frank Cambria’s 
big Publix stage production, 
“Taka-Chance,’’ will exit from the 
theatre vowing that they took no 
chance at all. 


SEEK STAGE LAURELS! | 


i} year’s engagement in “Artists and i that they are | : 


aay. 


Ferral de Wees, the most tal-|Chance,”’ 
ented of the many talented girls | chances wh 


lix Circuit. The little dancer was |tion they 
associated with Miss Hoffman |have also ap 
when that famous dancer started |(jir]’’ and in @ 
to organize the dancing troupes; . . ail 
which have since gained interna- extravaga : 
tional fame. | entertainme 


Miss de Wees recently closed a | calibre is e 


Models.” Prior to that she had} 
appeared for one solid year at the 
Hippodrome, London, in “The 
Leap Year Show.” She also had 
a six months’ engagement at the 
Moulin Rouge, Paris. In “Jazz | 
Grab Bag” Miss de Wees appears | 
with her brother, Paul, one of the | 
many talented youngsters devel- 
oped by Gus ‘Edwards, and who 
recently closed a two years’ vau- 
deville engagement at the head of 
his own band. 


priced acts 
Publix Cire 


Played v 
ze ¥ 


An opera 
roles with : 
companies will) 
prises of the 
lix stage pre 
} staged by 
it opens at 
inext week. 
Chance” : 
many sur ii 
program, the = 
known singer € 


a 


Ss 
* 


come to the United States where; with loéal girls wearing the 
they would Dee a broader field | hats—for newspaper art. The 
fr tne artitry. Passports were | gic 4g be Clara Bow's guests 
with an introduction to a promi- lat a showing ‘‘Get Your Man” 


nent member of the United States |—_that furnished the direct tie- 


That he is 
be gleaned 
addition to 
pearances he 
at the C 


7 


Senate who was planning a private | 
eoneert for the entertainment of | 


his friends in Washington. So 
great was his success on the oc- 
) easion of this, his first appearance 
in America, that he was immedi- 
ately engaged by William Morris 


out on tour with Harry Lauder. 
An engagement in the 1925 edi- 
tion of George White’s “Seandals’’ 
followed, at the termination of 


play several weeks at Hrauman’s 
Egyptian Theatre 
Before his return to New York he 
was engaged by Warner Brothers 
to be seen and heard in the Vita- 


the Hollywood Breakfast Club 
of the Navy Wilbur who, at the 
conclusion of his solo, expressed 
the desire to meet and shake the 
hard of one whom he considered 
one of the world’s greatest con- 
eert artists. 
Mr. 

tinction 
Strand 


has the unique dis- 

of having played at the 

Theatre in New York fif- 

teen weekly engagements within a 

single year. He is also well known 

as a Victor recording artist, his 

f records being chiefiy confined to 
his own compositions. 


Go West Young Man! 


Ed Olmstead, home office pub- 
licity and advertising genius, left 
last week for a three weeks’ vaca- 
tion in that Sunny California. Ed 
and the Mrs. and the Olmstead 
heiress, Barbara, will boat through 
the Panama Canal and rail back 
to the metropolis. 
with a camera, pair of binoculars, 
a sea-going golf cap and a knap- 
sack of sea-sick pills. 


as a Vaudeville headliner and sent | 


which he crossed the continent to} 


in Hollywood. | 


phone. During his sojourn inj} 
Hollywood he was the guest of 


where he was heard by Secretary | 


Ed is all set! 


; up. 

|} A leading dance hall ar- 
lranged a ‘‘Get- Your-Man”’ 
|danece—girls to bring the boys, | 
lask for dances, ete. A Clara’ 
|Bow contest—resemblanee idea 
|—was held in connection with 
| the dance, Hat people furnished | 
ihats for prizes. This idea ean! 
ibe effected similarly in any} 


| town playing ‘‘Get Your Man.’’ 


| Acrcbatie Sensations | 
| Take Many Chances 


| One of the best European 
|acrobatie teams to invade this 
(country forms one of the major 
|question marks in the east of 
|<*Takea-Chance,”’ Frank Cam- 
\bria’s scintillating Publix sur- 
|prise show which is slated to 
|appear at the......... Theatre 
inext week. For twelve years 
|they were a sensation in the 
imusie halls of London, Paris, 
|Berlin and Vienna and for the 
ilast two years have achieved 
igreat suecess in this country, 
'The chanees they take daily in 
breaking .their necks are far 
igreater than any chances local 
‘theatregoers will take in visit- 
ing the .. Theatre to 
see this big annual Publix sur- 
‘prise produetion. 


Some of the Washington beauties who 


stenographers and filing clerks in 
to embark on a theatrical career 
training at the Allan K. Foster Sc 


UNCLE SAM’S LOSs iS 


PUBLIX S 


Bevy Of Pretty Maids 
Quit Government For 
Stage Work | 


A seore of former employees 
im the government offices of 
Washington, D. C©., who have 
been selected by Allan K. Fos- | 
ter, producer of the Foster Girl | 
dancing ensembles, arrived in| 
New York last week. | 

None of these girls is pro-| 


Bes ited, 
fa 


- They are now in New York in}ly an office 
hool, prior to appearing in Publix been Dp 4 
P. O. Staff Photog rapher assistant to . 


Stage productions. Photo by Nathan 


Great Ds 


One of the 
cers that } : 
Publix stage” 
in Frank 
Chance” 
ithe. ..0 ie 
For this 
no names 
form with 
chance, 
however, 18 


fe 
Pair,” and 


Fair,"’ 
They 


| cesses, 


x] 


* T 


|many re 
took no ¢ 
see ‘Tak 


juit their jobs as typewriters, | 


the government offices last week | 


Charles 


producer of Pa 
; tions. Charle 


but he hag st 
9 a position tm 
HOWS GAIN | wouia be 
; Rose 
| fessional dancer, but they have | ‘Way OUT ; e 
heen selected for their poten- lix stage shi 
tialities and will be trained at | Charley: ‘ 


Foster’s expense for later ap- 


pearance in Publix eireuit stage 80 Y 
units. The period of instruc.| 

tion for thes@ girls will econ. 
sume fr 


m ten to twelve weeks, 
the end of which time they 
will be awarded two-year eone| 
tracts at 


at 


salaries considerably 
higher than those t¢ 
in the 


hey received 
government employ, 


of “Take A Chance 
,arouse public curiosity 
formance. The entire 
cluding the feature pic- 
9e kept a mystery. This 
rocedure will attract 


ance’ lends itself to 
licity and exploitation. 
te show with the excep- 


duction, short film sub- 
1 overture score and 


y Frank Cambria, is one 
eeest and most spectacu- 
uf the year. (Full details 
advance publicity forms 
‘use but not for adver- 


stories and notices 


hance Week’’ should be 
“Confidence Test.’’ You 
g that your theatre can 
even 
‘do not advertise your 
are gambling your 


he faces blocked out. 


‘all kinds are suggest- 
ke A Chance Week.” 
Merchandise can. be 
s “You don’t take a 


Ce ae 


iShow 
‘Publix House 


“meee 


i ee er ed 


probably prove to 
; usual musical stunt 

ted in 
participants of this 
ehearsed. In order 
e nature of the feature 

et the rehearsals were 
in the. i 


ee eee eee 


icing his portion of the 

gee states 
ng to do something 
knowledge had never 
tempted by any or- 


eeeeee 


blem of finding short 
h as | capa comprise 

..Program was al- 
difficult as ‘locating the 
es. Literally hundreds 
i Were reviewed in 
bits 


10velty ever developed 
ture history. It is not 
ably thrill you 
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““TAKA CHANCE”’ 


KNOCKOUT UNIT STARTS TOUR 
TO BE FEATURE OF MYSTERY 
PROGRAMS AROUND CIRCUIT 


Editor's Note: This Story is confidential and sheuld not be published. 


A e833 


TAKA CHANCE" FOR 1928 


WILL BE THE GREATEST 
& 
SURPRISE SHOW EVER 


CREATED, EVERYBODY 


IN THE ORGANIZATION © 
IS DETERMINED TO MAKE 


I? THE OUTSTANDING HIT 


OF THE SEASON. 


WORK AND SINCERE EFFORT 
MEANS ANYTHING IT WILL 


BE ALL OF THAT AND A 


LOT MORE. 


(provided you sell it 
with the same spirjt) 


ee 
% 


If HARD 


BABY! HERE COMES 


BS 
e 
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MYSTERY SHOW COMING 
TO PUBLIX THEATRE 


You have gone to the Shrine 
Cireus and have ‘‘taken a chance’”’ 
on winning a motor car, a box of 
candy or a can of Old Dutch 
Cleanser. 


You have punched out little 
slips of paper on a ‘Punch Board” 
and have won a five dollar gold 
piece—maybe. 

You have gone to a*ehurch baz- 
aar and have stuck your hand 
down into a “grab bag’ and 
brought forth a “polka dot neck- 
tie,’’ 


When you were a youngster you 


used to trade pocket knives “‘sight }- 


unseen.” 

Never in your life have you 
bought a ticket to a theatre with- 
out knowing in advance what: you 
are going to see. 

That will be a new thrill you 
week 
if you attend the, 
theatre. The ‘“Taka-Chance”’ pro- 
gram arranged by 
Management is to be a secret from 
start to finsh. Every single fea- 


eee ee we dbeeevs 


ee ee re y 


sereen there is an audible gasp of 
surprise. 


The management is very 
anxious to keep the entire program 
shrouded in mystery, and asks its 
patrons not to tell their friends the 
title of the films presented or the 
name of stage feature, or of any 
of the other features. In this way 
everybody will be surprised and 
after all what is more delightful 
than a pleasant surprise? 


Ce 


chance,” 


ture from the*overture to the final 
little short film will be shrouded 
in mystery. 

As long as it is impossible to 
talk about the pictures, the stars 
and the stage features, we will use 
this space to tell you the amount 
of time and energy that was ex- 
pended to make this program a 
success. 


In the first place it was neces- 
sary to find a feature film that 
had all the elements that please 
a mixed audience. It must be 
thrilling, amusing, romantic and 
suitable for the whole family. 

This photoplay was found some- 
time ago and we can almost see 
the smile that would light your 
face if we told you the title. 


As for the stage show, we will 
say that it is a Frank Cambria 
Publix Production and you know 
what that means. Mr. Cambria, 
according to past performance, is 
one of the star producers for Pub- 
lix having given us such shows as 
“A Merry Widow Revue,” “Alpine 
Romance’ and the “Take A 
Chance’”’ show of 1926 which, if 
we remember correctly, was one 
of the most spectacular ever seen 
on the stage of the 
Theatre. 

The ‘Take A Chance’’ idea is 
not 4 new one but is a serious one 
for any theatre to assume. If 
patrons attend a theatre on a 
promise, that promise must be 
fulfilled and from every sensible 


Ce ee | 


Publix would dare to 


“take a 


Here is the inside story of “Taka Chance,” Frank Cambria’s 
special Unit which opened on Friday, February 3rd at the Olympia 
Theatre, New Haven and which will soon be one of the most 
talked about shows ever routed over the great Publix wheel. This 
is confidential. information and should not be published under any 


circumstances: 


The sales campaigns outlined elsewhere in this 


issue of PUBLIX OPINION tell you the advertising and publicity 
ideas behind the “Taka Chance” plan, and this article is simply in- 
tended to describe the production so you can steam up your organi- 
zation to sell it as a mystery or surprise show. without fear or 


hesitation, . 


Cambria’s settings are unique. The opening flash is an eye-feast 
of coral and jade which will get applause at every performance. 


*| Right off the bat, twelve wonderful girls who come from the Fe- 


licia Sorrel training camp, introduce a speedy Tiller Routine with 


How Chicago Sold 
Taka Chance Week 


By W. K. Hollender 
The Chicago ran teaser trailers 


in the theatre three weeks in ad-. 


vance of the opening; that during 
the week of the show we had a 
one frame trailer thanking the 
publix for the confidence they had 
in us and requesting them not to 
divulge the secret to their friends. 
We had a want-ad tieup with the 
Herald & Examiner, which gave 
an awful lot of space. In this tie- 
up, they told their readers that. 
they were not taking a chance 
when they advertised in the Classi- 
fied Section of their paper, just 
as they were not taking a chance 
when they “took a chance at, a 
Balaban & Katz Theatre.”’ The 
plan wWasees our y names picked at 
random in the telephone directory 
were distributed in the want-ad 
pages of the Herald & Examiner, 
and those who discovered their 
names were given tickets to the 
“Take A Chance’? show at the 
Chicago, Tivoli or Riveria Thea- 
tre. 


The ads were hokum in char- 
acter and vague as to the nature. 
of the show. They were promis- 
ing, to be sure, but they announc- 
ed nothing specific. 

We had a guessing contest in 
the American in which faces were 
blotted out of pictures and a des- 
cription of the individuals printed 
underneath. Readers were asked 
to guess who they were, and those 
who guessed correctly, received 
tickets to the “Take A Chance 
Week” show. The pictures that 
were used were of people who 
were in the motion picture used 
that week. The Saturday and 
Sunday layouts, as well as other 
publicity pictures, had the feature 
players masked or the faces blot- 
ted out. 


Toledo House 


By Christmas 
Continued from Page 1 


a 


the heart of Toledo’s business 
district, on Adams, Huron and 
Jackson street, opposite the 
leading department store of the 
city, and splendidly located as 
to transportation facilities. 

It will be of the semi-atmos- 
pheric type, modeled after an 
Italian garden. A main floor, 
mezzanine and baleony will pro- 
vide 3,500 seats. All of the 
outstanding features of the 
modern de luxe Publix theatres 
will be incorporated in the new 
theatre as well as numerous 
new ideas which have. since 
been discovered. 


The Publix stage-band shows 


will provided the stage enter- 
tainment. 
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a bunch of new twists. Right 
after them come the Bernie 
Brothers, a couple of sensational 
tap dancers, who are followed by 
a band number. Next comes a 
number which Cambria calls his, 
“Undersea Fantasy” introducing 
a novelty effect done through a 
series of gauzes upon which is 
projected an underwater scene in 
color. This is a tough one to de- 
scribe but just rely on it to be a 
real sensation. Of course, the 
talent in this specialty is splendid 
and when we say splendid we 
must mention Mr. Charles Jolley 
the noted tenor whose voice has 
been favorably compared with 
that of John McCormick. The 
Sorrell girls appear as nymphs 
and mermaids and Miss Kathryn 
Irwin, soprano acts as Queen of 
the Sea. 

After the Undersea number, 
Cambria introduces a clown di- 
version featuring the Sorrell 
girls, a corking acrobatic team 
and, ah, here comes the big sur- 
prise, DePace, the monarch of 
the mandolin. It’s too bad you 
can't put DePace in your lights 
but after the first show, his name 
will be on everybody’s tongue. 
And here’s another smack, in fact 
three rousing smacks, the Ritz 
Brothers, the three collegiate nut 
comedians. Naturally the show 
stops right here as these three 
birds simply knock them out of 
their seats. It is not uncommon 
to find patrons hanging on chan- 
deliers and climbing flag-poles 
after the Ritz Brothers finally 
wind up their number. Of course 
the finale must come sometime 
and for this part of the show 
Frank C. Cambria, Esq. has out- 
Cambriaed Cambria. This finale 
1s all designed around a synco- 
pated wedding with the entire 
cast presenting hot specialties 
and as the big surprise finish a 
whole flock of white pigeons sud- 
denly appear to be flying and 
Swooping around all over the 
Stage together with a monster 
stork. If this flourish doesn’t 
paralyze every Publix audience, 
then we are all wrong in our idea 
that talent, beauty, entertainment 
and extravagant settings are 
what the public want. But wait 
a minute, if you think this: 
sounds like a great show just 
multiply it by two because there 
are two girls, two keen blonde 
sisters by the name of Moore who 
introduce every number with an 
original sweetheart gurgle that is 
simply captivating. And the sis- 
ters can dance and they can sing. 


They make you want Moore and 
Moore. . 
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—a big secre* show of surprises—the most 
and entertaining program 
theater “aang of Wichita. 
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We KNOW How Good the Show is—We Are 
Taking a Chance 
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Quest for Sophistic |§ 


By Bradley L. Morison 


HE “take a chance” idea, promulgated 
this week, has the earmarks of origii \} 
of fact, it is not original at all. The & 
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Now comes the big thrill to the Northside! We'd love ? 


> 2 


to tell you about the stars, the acts and the great Para- 
mount picture—but it’s a secret. Come—take a chance. 
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WEEK. 


pu $ boy isn't Et Spi game 
ut a carni of Sreat 
entertainment f 


nana at aeen nanos tnesesssnscassanposssasetersmessseasensesenee 


nsorepasaneoseceastessisersasnesatettessseettee 


__But if you must 
&amblé 


‘TAKA-CHANCE 


[NAME OF THEATRE HERE] 


PUBLIX OPINION, WEEK OF FEBRUARY 117, 1928 


PROGRAM 


TAK A CHANCE 
WEEK 


1 
Overture 
Especially arranged for 
“Taka-Chance” week 

2 

Paramount News 
Daring news-cameramen took many 

chances to secure the feature for | 
you. | 
} 
| 
} 


3 
The Organ Concert 
Jesse. Crawford wouldn’t take aj] 
ehanee in offering you anything but | 
the most popular program on 
Broadway. 


4 
Publix Theatres 
presents 
} “TAKA CHANCE” 
Devised and Staged 
By Frank Cambria 


(a) 
Twelve Exclamation Points 
WEpey yrs 
and 
a couple of dashes 
(b) 

Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins 
Drums, Clarinets, Flutes and 
enthusiasm. 

(ce) 

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea 
You'll envy the chances taken 
by deep sea divers when you 
see this one 


(d) 
Thirty-two flying feet 
Two Chance-takers 
and » 
The Magic Mandoltn 
played by 
The Mesmerist of Melody 
(wait’ll you see) 
(e) 
Three reasons for the success of 
“Taka Chance” week, 
(f) 
Finale 
}Introducing a futuris necept 
jof a certain Hazardous event usual- 
ly accompained by tall h 
gloves rice and 1 shoes 


Adolph Zukor and Jesse L. Lasky 
present 
pepernerecrrer acerca ncyncorenrerrcnrerrrrcrrsyacs srrsrrsersyacyasyre | 
in 


(4 letter word meaning affection) | 


and 
(5 letter word meaning ‘find out’) 
} Directed -by 
/ Frank Tuttle 
| A Paramount P ture 
; 


IN 
ADVANCE 


The “Take A Chance” idea 
should dominate your house pro 
€ram three weeks ahead of the 
pay: 


| Use great care keeping the se 
leret of the show. All copy must 
tease. Appropriate slogans are: 


It’s Fixed So You Can’t Lose 


Let Your Friends Take 
A Chance Too . 


100 to 1 You'll Like It 


——The Sensational 


With... .Now Showing TAKE A 5 
Some urprises on the 


Steve Brody Took A Chance Su 
Why Not You? 


Alexander The Great 
Took A Chance 
Why Not You? 


Napoleon 


Lieutenant Byrd 


Mussolini 


Julius Caesar 


Oliver Cromwell 


Lindbergh 


Its fixed 


$0 you cant lose. 
NEXT WEEK 


This week we're not going to tell you a 
single part of the program—you know 
this theatre,and after we get your vote 
of confidence, you'll vote thie unnamed 
show one of the best ever: Confiden 
tlally, the biggest show in town! 


| “Taka-Chance’ Week 


een OF THEATRE 
HERE | 
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“TAKA - CHANCE” 
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UCR 


Package of Pulchritude 


Vs eye of Revues 

Melange of Mirth and Melody 

Shows; A Show cf Hits 

if Lilting Melodies, Whirlwind Dances, 
evomedy, Flashing Color, Dazzling En- 
ned | Girlies 


FLASHES 


THERE'S NO QUESTION ABOUT IT 
‘“TAKA-CHANCE’’ 
is 


MUTE LT 


A Surprise Show of Startling Surprises 

A Gamble of Joy in which the cards are stacked so you can't 
lose 

Nota shell game but a carnival of great entertainment 

The greatest collection of surprises ever collected under 
one tent 

Surer than taxes and safer than Liberty Bonds 

A box of loaded dice, but loaded with sure-fire entertain- 
ment 

A non-alcoholic concoction iy as cent intoxicating, 
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